
 

 

Analyse the impact of Aisha Bint Abu Bakar on the development and expression of Islam 

 Aisha Bint Abu Bakar had an indelible impact on the development and expression of the Islamic 

tradition. She had a lasting effect on the development of Islam due to her influence on Qur’anic 

verse, transmission of Hadiths and authority on ‘fiqh’ (Islamic jurisprudence). Due to her position as 

a role model for both Sunni Muslim men and women, as a feminist icon and as a politician involved 

in the creation of the Sunni-Shiite schism, Aisha also impacted upon the expression of Islam. 

It is widely acknowledged that three of Aisha’s experiences were catalysts for Qur’anic revelations 

which contributed to the development of Islamic theology. The famous Scandal of the Slander 

resulted in the protection of women in compromising situations with the revelation of ten verses in 

Sura Al-Nur [24:11-21] requiring 4 witnesses for a valid charge of adultery. Another of Aisha’s 

journeys impacted on the way Muslims perform dry ablution ‘tayammum’ in the absence of water – 

[4:43]. Furthermore, it is reported that Sura Al-Ahzab [33:39] was sent down in response to Aisha 

and the other wives of the Prophet being insulted by visitors. Because of the revelation, the wives 

of Muhammad began to wear the hijab (head-covering). After the death of the Prophet, Aisha 

preserved the Qur’an in oral and written form, memorised the Qur'an in its entirety and utilized her 

codex to order the Qu’ran. Although these impacts are mainly theological developments, their 

significance cannot be diminished, as the Qu’ran is considered by Muslims to be the word of God 

and is the first and most significant source of Islamic teachings to be applied in the daily lives of 

adherents. 

 Through her astounding retention ability, Aisha was able to retain much of the priceless sayings of 

the Prophet and the divine revelations of Muhammad that she had witnessed, thus allowing her to 

be quoted as a source for over 2200 Hadiths (sayings of the Prophet). These Hadiths helped respond 

to issues of theological questions, legal and ritual issues, incidents in the community, prayer and 

exegesis. Her transmission of thousands of hadiths is arguably the greatest contribution Aisha had 

on the development of Islamic jurisprudence and the expression of Islam today as the Hadiths 

provided by Aisha are still used to guide Muslims. Aisha also questioned the legitimacy of existing 

Hadiths following the Prophet’s death which again demonstrates her deep insight into Islamic 

theology. This insight gained her much respect from the male followers of Muhammad and she 

subsequently became a much sought after scholar - "Never had we (the companions of the 

Prophet) had any difficulty for the solution of which we approached Aisha and did not get some 

useful information from her"- (Abu Musa Al-Ashari). 

 Due to her extensive knowledge of Qur’an and Hadith, Aisha had the ability to impact upon the 

development of early Islamic jurisprudence - ‘fiqh’ - and gave legal rulings utilizing the sacred texts 

as sources of law. As she was responsible for a quarter of the Shariah (Islamic law) that continues to 

form legislation in Muslim states today, Aisha was nicknamed the “Counsellor to the Caliphs” – an 

immensely powerful position for any Muslim to have, let alone a female. Moreover, Aisha was a 

successful pioneer in promoting Islamic education. By sharing her knowledge with the many men, 

women and children who came to be educated by her, the city of Medina became a centre of 

Islamic learning, with Aisha being one of the foremost scholars of Islam’s early age. Because of her 

ability to answer questions and address the issues presented to her, Aisha impacted upon the swift 



 

 

dissemination of the teachings of Islam by making it accessible and easy to understand for all 

people, Muslim and non-Muslim alike. 

Aisha’s enduring impact on the expression of Islam continues to this day as she is revered by all 

Sunni Muslims. Essentially, she exemplifies the way a Muslim woman should act and express her 

religion. In the communal sphere, she actively worked against returning to ‘The Days of Ignorance’ 

(Jahiliyyah) by being a proponent for the education of men, women and children. Aisha has had 

such a significant impression on education in Islam that countless schools are named after her, such 

as the ‘Aisha Islamic Center’ in Montreal. Her actions as a wife are also used by Muslim women 

today to guide them in following the teachings of Allah to the best of their ability. She lived in 

poverty with the Prophet and continued to do so after his death. Even when wealth came to her 

she quickly distributed it to the poor. This acts as an example to Muslim women that,  faced with 

the choice between a wealthy husband or a religious and righteous husband, they should opt for 

the latter.  

 Due to her charisma and effectiveness as a leader, Aisha overcame the misogyny of her time and 

successfully raised an army of 30,000 followers and went to battle with Ali in what is now known as 

the Battle of the Camel. The results of the event continue to have lasting impacts upon modern 

Islam as it marked the beginning of the Sunni – Shiite Schism; a division which continues to fuel 

conflict in the Middle East today. Although Aisha’s impact on Islam is supported by a large sector of 

mainly Sunni adherents, it is worth noting that for Shiite Muslims, Aisha has no positive religious 

significance and is even despised by many Shiite Muslims for her involvement in the Battle of the 

Camel. 

 Aisha confronted and interrupted the misogyny of her time through her promotion of women’s 

education and as female with authority on Islamic jurisprudence and scholarly matters. She was the 

first woman in Islamic history to ever have so much authority and is therefore, considered by 

contemporary Muslims to be a feminist pioneer. The feminist commentator Fatema Mernissi 

describes her as “dynamic, influential and enterprising”. Her involvement in the political 

development of early Islam can be seen as evidence of the ability of Muslim women to engage in 

Islamic society. However, opponents of her view this same behaviour as representative of ‘what not 

to do’. Her feminist expression of islam makes her a manifestation of power and independence to 

some while simultaneously being an example of the dangers of women achieving autonomy, 

authority and power for others.  

 A’isha has been used and misused by groups to defend or promote their own political or social 

agendas, with their viewpoint generally reflecting either the Shiite or Sunni variant. Because of the 

strong sentiment associate with the Sunni-Shiite schism, the historical accuracy of Aisha’s life is 

ambiguous. However, the enduring impacts of her contributions to the development and 

expression of Islam cannot be overlooked. Her influence on Qur’anic verse, transmission of Hadith 

and authority on fiqh were essential to the development of Islamic theology. Moreover, through 

her actions as a role model for Sunni Muslims, as a politician and warrior involved in the Battle of 

the Camel, and as a feminist pioneer, Aisha has had and continues to have immense impacts upon 

the expression of Islam. 


